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Strategy. Story. Visual Impact.

Marketing strategist and communications consultant helping
startups and ambitious businesses clarify their thinking, shape

their story, and communicate it in a way that moves people.

Merve Okutan



My name is Merve. I work at the intersection of marketing strategy and
communications, helping businesses get their thinking straight, their message
sharp, and their materials ready for the moments that count.

My background is in strategy. I hold a Master's in Management from LSE and a
degree in Engineering, and I've spent 8+ years working with startups and SMEs
across the UK, Europe, North America, and MENA, on everything from investor
pitch strategy to brand communications and content.

The work you'll find in this portfolio spans that range. The common thread is
always the same: making sure the substance and the story are working together.

Hi there!

Trusted by



Slide
Decks

Narratives that move 

Strategic storytelling that
wins attention and drives
decisions.

Client: Odelo Bulgaria
Year: 2022

Developed an onboarding
guide for Odelo Bulgaria,
structuring and shaping
dense internal content into
a clear, accessible
resource that set the tone
for all internal
communications to follow.



Built the full investor pitch deck from scratch for AI
call-handling startup ClinicVA.AI -content, narrative,
and structure developed from the ground up with no
existing materials to work from. The deck played a
key role in securing a strategic partner, which
triggered a rebrand to CX Assist and a broader
repositioning from a single-sector to a multi-vertical
platform. Rebuilt the deck to reflect the new strategy
and brand direction, keeping it investor-ready
throughout. The collaboration is ongoing.

Pitch Deck
Client: CX Assist
Year: 2025

AI Startup

This is really incredible. So exciting to
see it set out like this, thank you!”

-Oliver, CX Assist



New Palette, New Me
The rebrand from ClinicVA.AI to
CX Assist meant more than a
logo swap. It required
repositioning from a single-
sector focus to a multi-vertical
vision. The original palette
created a natural, striking
gradient; the new tones lacked
that impact, producing a flat,
forgettable blend. I expanded
and adjusted the palette to
restore vibrancy, crafting
gradients that felt bold yet on-
brand.

Pitch
deck



Refreshed the corporate profile for Etem Gestamp, an
international manufacturing company, reworking the

content structure and narrative flow to better
communicate the company's positioning to a global

audience.

Corporate
Profile
Client: Etem Gestamp
Year: 2023

Parts Manufacturer



Corporate
profile

Well, Merve worked on more than 5
projects of mine -this won’t be last. She
is a perfect collaborator and I will keep
working with her.”

-Marieta, Etem Gestamp



Merve is so talented! She can create amazing
things based on your ideas, but also gives her
own suggestions, which are great.”

-Agnieszka, Trackia

Trackia, a startup building an applicant tracking
system for SMEs, came with a rough draft and
business plan. Refined the narrative and
restructured the content to deliver a pitch deck
that was clear, credible, and investor-ready.

Pitch deck
Client: Trackia
Year: 2023

Tech Startup



Pitch
deck



Client: Vybe
Year: 2024

Developed an investor pitch deck for photo app Vybe,
building a clear narrative around the product and its
market position to make a compelling case in a
competitive space.

Pitch Deck
App Startup



Reports &
White

Papers
Complex ideas distilled into

content that informs,
persuades, and lands.

Clarity, cover to cover

Client: Ardent
Year: 2022

Developed a white paper for Ardent on data reporting and visualisation, structuring the content and narrative to
work both as a credible industry resource and a marketing asset across organic and paid channels.



Worked with UK-based cybersecurity company
CyPro to transform raw research data, gathered
through a university partnership, into a structured,
reader-friendly publication. The focus was on
narrative flow: organising findings so they built
logically and connected with readers, rather than
presenting data in isolation.

Report
Client: CyPro
Year: 2024

Cybersecurity

Exactly what I’m looking for.”
-Jonny, CyPro



Report
From Data to Story
Focused on flow and readability,
structuring each spread so insights
read like a narrative rather than
static figures. Dense data was
distilled into infographic-style
visuals, balanced with CyPro’s bold
palette, clear hierarchy, and white
space. The result feels more like a
book you want to flip through than
a technical report, ensuring the
findings connect with readers at
every stage.



White Paper
Client: 3Gi
Year: 2023

Developed a white paper for 3Gi on
digital transformation, structuring the
content and visual language around
their sustainability messaging. The
brief required balancing a corporate
identity with a narrative about
growth and change; the output
needed to feel credible and on-brand
while communicating something
more human than a typical corporate
document.

Tech Company



Great work and excellent
communication!”

-Liz, 3Gi

White
Paper



Lead Magnet
Client: Backbone Connect
Year: 2024

Tech Company

Developed a new hire guide for Backbone Connect,
restructuring text-heavy content into a clear, navigable resource.
The goal was to make essential information accessible and
engaging for new employees from day one. Functional, on-
brand, and easy to use.



Infographics
Turning numbers and complexity into something people
actually understand.

Data, made human

Client: Redsand
Year: 2024

Created a branded infographic for AI infrastructure company
Redsand, translating complex AI concepts into a clear, cohesive piece
that made technical information accessible without losing its edge.



Survey Results
Client: NWA Research
Year: 2025

Social Market Research

Translated raw survey data into a clear, structured
infographic for NWA Research, a social market
research company working with local authorities
across the UK. The brief was to make complex
findings accessible to a public-facing audience,
distilling numbers and insights into something
readable and meaningful without oversimplifying the
research.

Excellent work - flexible and inventive in
her approach. Much impressed and will
work with her again.”

-Norma, NWA Research



As a long-term collaborator with KeyStone, a certified
B-Corp tackling homelessness, the communications
challenge was always a sensitive one: how to convey
difficult realities in a way that connects without
exploiting. These infographics were developed for
social campaigns, structured to inform and engage
public audiences while handling the subject matter
with the care it deserved.

Social Media
Client: KeyStone
Year: 2023

Social Housing Provider

This is high quality material
essential for our business.”

-Stephen, KeyStone



Print
Collateral
Communications designed to stick
long after the first glance.

Developed a flyer for Same-Day Dispatch Services, a
same-day courier with a 99.7% on-time delivery rate,
distilling a simple but powerful proof point into
something memorable and on-brand.

Built to last

Client: Same-Day Dispatch Services 
Year: 2021



The client came with a detailed brief and a
text-heavy direction. Rather than following
it literally, proposed an alternative
approach, leading with a single, striking
data point (their 99.7% on-time delivery
rate) that communicated reliability more
effectively than any amount of copy could.
The client chose the alternative.

Flyer
Client: Same-Day Dispatch Services
Year: 2022

Same-Day Courier

I'm over the moon with what you've
managed to create here.”

-Martin, Same-Day Dispatch Services



Developed a trifold brochure for the
Isle of Rum Community Trust, structuring
the content to serve both as a practical visitor guide
and a compelling introduction to the island, balancing
useful information with a sense of place.

Trifold
Tourism

Use this freelancer!”
-Alex, Isle of Rum Community Trust

Client: Isle of Rum Community Trust
Year: 2022



Created a trifold brochure for Starlight STEM's
planetarium shows, navigating a brief that needed to
speak to two distinct audiences -children and
educators- without compromising on either. 

Trifold
Education 

Amazingly talented designer!”
-Mark, Starlight STEM

Client: Starlight STEM
Year: 2022



Bifold
Client: AI Agency
Year: 2022

Chatbot Whitelabel

As part of a broader collaboration with AI Agency, an
AI chatbot whitelabel, developed a bifold brochure
alongside lead magnets and Google Ads. The
challenge was making technical product features
accessible and credible to a non-technical client-
facing audience, across multiple formats and
channels.

Great work from Merve!”
-Jason, AI Agency



Developed a single-sided flyer for UK-based
quantity surveyor Obsidian, distilling their key
advantages into a concise, professional format that
reinforced credibility and communicated clearly to
their target audience.

Flyer
Client: Obsidian Surveying
Year: 2023

Quantity Surveyor

Brilliant!”
-Chris, Obsidian Surveying



Client: Foldsmith
Year: 2024

Created a poster for Australian folding bike rental
company Foldsmith, capturing a brand identity that
needed to feel both practical and distinctive,
rooted in a specific city and lifestyle without being
generic.

Poster
Bike Hire



Content and messaging crafted to cut
through and connect.

Social
Media

Stop the scroll

Client: Investment Mastery
Year: 2021

Created a suite of Instagram posts for Investment Mastery, turning complex
financial concepts into sharp, engaging content built to reach and resonate
with the right audience.



Instagram
Carousel
Client: Investment Mastery
Year: 2021

Trading Advisory

Developed a suite of Instagram carousel posts for
Investment Mastery, a trading advisory programme.
The structural approach was deliberate, using
continuity across slides to create momentum and guide
viewers through a narrative from first frame to last,
rather than presenting information as a series of
disconnected static posts.

Fantastic designer! Not only talented
but eager to help with fantastic
communication skills.”

-Marcus, Investment Mastery



Client: Mission Intelligence
Year: 2025

Developed a series of LinkedIn posts for Mission
Intelligence, translating complex AI-driven concepts into
clear, digestible content calibrated for a professional
audience, where credibility and clarity need to work
together.

LINKEDIN POSTS

Tech Company



Thank You.
Hire me on

https://www.peopleperhour.com/freelancer/design/merve-okutan-pitch-deck-presentation-yxzyxvn
https://www.fiverr.com/sellers/merveokutan/edit
https://contra.com/merve_okutan_g9i7dnnr/work?r=merve_okutan_g9i7dnnr

